Dear Harold, 


March 17, 1973 


Thanks for your mailings of 2/26 and 3/13 • 

I've been in touch with Jim Schmitt's sister again. She sent me the police 
reports on his accident and death, and will help me make sure his files are 
properly taken care of. It turns out that I misread her original letters the 
date of death was Jan. 31 « mot 21. 

Enclosed are some more recent thoughts on a November article. My previous 
suggestion, re Odio, seems (on -gsdr reflection) much too complicated s for me 
to get into. The link I mentioned in my letter of 2/22, which you asked to be 
reminded of, was that one of the principals in an assassination attempt against 
Castro was arrested at the senior Odio°s farm outside Havana. 

Another idea which I have been mulling over is the hypothesis 
that LHO was (or thought he was) an informant for the Dodd (firearms) Subcommittee. 
Sylvia raised this possibility a long time ago. (Ac c., p. 194.) Some new evidence 
has been dug up which makes this hypothesis appealing to me. I think it may be 
a real key to some of LHO's actions. However, I recognize that it is probably not 
provable see enough to make a publishable article. But the hyaerkhasmt hypothesis 
does make sense of Oswald's mail-order weapons purchases. I would like to try to 
write this up soon (as a potential chapter in my book) . Since the new material 
I have in mind came from Fred Newcomb, I will have to check with him before 
distributing it, but he is agreeable to the idea of me getting other people to 
work on it and I do think it has possibilities for an article. 

Jim Lesar and I had a couple of good long talks while he was here. My 
congratulations to both of you for the Appeals Court victory. We discussed it 


as some length. 

We agreed, by the way, that the Neutron Activation Analysis of the 
fragments is worth pushing for. (That is the letter from Hoover to Rankin that 
you and I found independently in the Archives, which a describes the results in 
very suspicious, non^scientific terms.) I will keep in mind the possibility of 
other requests for ss±k scientific records. 

I*m enclosing my 3/l6 letter to the Justice Dept., in which I press them a 
bit. (They said that they were waiting for the decision in your case.) 

Hal Verb's business card is enclosed. He is knee-deep in comic books, (tfent 
to pay $400 for a #1 Mickey Mouse? Far out stuff.) Between that and a regular 
job, he is completely busy. 

After Iattimer's piece came out, Fred N. started to track down the item about 

the film destroyed by agents. Later he asked me to help with the legal end, a 

formal F of I request and appeal. This got the source rejKeajfed : the Naval Medical 
Staff report of Nov. 1, 1966. Since you asked the Archives for the source of the 
Lattimer item, they may have sent this to you; if not, I will. Fred does not place 
any restrictions on this public document, but he does have some related correspondence 
which he has asked me not" to divulge. The film was destroyed by the SS, by the way. 
The bulk of this report is an inventory of the phots; and X-rays, with a couple of 
striking discrepancies. (Totali 11 pp. ) Lesar and Wecht have copies. 

Fred is now interested in going after the Memo of Transfer. Since you have done 

the most advanced preparation on this, I will suggest that he do nothing if you 

can tell us the status of your own request. Do you think he should not even make 
a request and appeal? If it comes to a suit we should definitely work together, 
with Jim. 

The Naval Medical Staff report appears to have been released on appeal because 
they realized they can 't withhold a non-medical part of a medical file • That s my 
interpretation of what they told me - but their xsixkx weakest point was that they had 
shown this report to Lattimer and Wecht. They referred to recent judicial decisions 
(but this was fafcc before your case was decided.) Anyhow, it sgal seems that the 
situation is favorable for a re-request on the Memo of Transfer. 


I've revived my clippings list; Jan. 
less accessible now so please order only 
too now. 


and Feb. are enclosed. Xerox machines are 
in moderation. Jim is getting these lists 



